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1300 Locust Street 
February 22, 1872 


Hon. James Pollock 
Director of the Mint of the U.S. 


Dear Sir, 

It is the intention of the time honored Corps, the “Washington Greys” to erect a monument to 
those of its members who gave up their lives in the maintenance of the integrity of the Union. It may be 
perhaps unnecessary to advert to the deservedly high integrity of this company. The simple fact that it 
furnished more than forty efficient commissioned officers at the time when such were most needed, 
seventeen of whom were killed in action, certainly entitles it to the nation’s gratitude. I mean practical 
gratitude, and not simply an expression which costs nothing and is really worth just about a s much as 
it costs. 

It is also a part of the plan of the company to cause a medal to be struck from captured bronze, 
in commemoration of the event, for distribution among their guests, including the President and 
Cabinet, the Governor of this and neighboring Commonwealths, and many other distinguished men 
who dine with them on the day, they having selected their semi-centennial anniversary as the one most 
appropriate for that purpose. 

To do all these will require a large outlay, and the company justly entertain the opinion that so 
far as is practicable, the Government should assist them in their certainly very laudable undertaking. 
The Secretary of War has so far rendered his assistance as to have enabled them to procure the 
materials, and I now, in behalf of the corps, request that you will aid then still further, by causing the 
die to be prepared and the medals struck at the Mint. 

I send a description which the Engraver will understand. 

I remain, dear Sir, with greatest respect, 
Very Truly Yours, 
R. Patterson 


